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Appendix A 

Detailed MCA table 

 



Quantitative appraisal 

of potential 

infrastructure costs of 

proposed options

Rationale

Qualitative appraisal 

of potential ongoing 

infrastructure 

maintenance costs of 

proposed options

Rationale

Qualitative appraisal 

of potential ongoing 

operational costs of 

proposed options

Rationale

Qualitative appraisal 

of potential ongoing 

operational costs of 

proposed options

Rationale

Qualitative appraisal 

of potential wider 

benefits of proposed 

options

Rationale

1D

New platform at 
location of existing 
service road 4 with 
new crossover 
allowing parallel 
moves from down 
and up main at the 
station approach 
with no ECS moves to 
depot in peak

1

Several phases of trackwork resulting in reduced construction facilities & bridge work so complex and 
higher risk from construction perspective.

Significant track works including non-standard diamond transition.

Significant new OHLE to be installed.

Overbridges OBB80 and OBB80B need to be replaced. The adjacent OBB80C may also need replacing or 
adjusting. New station footbridge required.

new provision of axle counters, point machines and signals are required - more signalling modifications is 
option 1 series that option 2 series.

Modification of existing platforms required to accommodate new footbridge to 3No. Platforms and 3No. 
lifts.  

2

Complex P&C with diamond 
crossover. Constrained area 
with difficult access.
New platform close to 
existing reducing station 
staffing costs

1

 - Allows for 1 TPH DART ECS move between 
depot and existing platform 3/new platform 4
 - Cannot support  ECS moves to existing 
platform 2 during peak hours 

2

 - Current depot functions are maintained
 - Additional stabling provided
 - Dedicated arrivals road provided
 - Single pass train wash provided
 - Direct access from train wash to servicing roads provided
 - stabling does not require train to leave depot onto mainline
 - Opportunity for train wash bypass road within depot
 - Opportunity for stabling road to become servicing road
 - Alternative access/egress to depot is available if issue with primary 
mainline connection
 - Alternative access/egress if arrivals road is down
 - train wash downtime does not prevent access to Wheel Lathe 
road/Northern Headshunt road
 - Train wash downtime does not prevent access to Maintenance Building 
Roads

2

Disruption to Railway 
Terraces during construction. 
No permanent disruption 
foreseen.
Disruption to depot and 
platform 3 during 
Construction. - limited 
opportunities to easily phase 
works.
Some impact to mainline but 
works can be carried out in 
blocks/weekends

1E

New platform at 
location of existing 
service road 4 with 
new depot 
headshunt to South 
and with new 
crossover from down 
main at the station 
approach

1

Several phases of trackwork resulting in reduced construction facilities & bridge work so complex and 
higher risk from construction perspective.

Significant track works

Significant new OHLE to be installed.

Overbridges OBB80 and OBB80B need to be replaced. The adjacent OBB80C may also need replacing or 
adjusting. New station footbridge required.

new provision of axle counters, point machines and signals are required - more signalling modifications is 
option 1 series that option 2 series.

Modification of existing platforms required to accommodate new footbridge to 3No. Platforms and 3No. 
lifts.  

2

Complex P&C with diamond 
crossover. Constrained area 
with difficult access. 
New platform close to 
existing reducing station 
staffing costs

4

 - Headshunt allows for 2 TPH ECS moves (1 
DART and 1 Enterprise/Commuter), with no 
requirement for turnbacks on the mainline
 - Heavy usage of bi-directional lead could 
provide reliability risk

5

 - Current depot functions are maintained
 - Additional stabling provided
 - Dedicated arrivals road provided
 - Single pass train wash provided
 - Direct access from train wash to servicing roads provided
 - Direct access from train wash to stabling roads provided
 - Opportunity for train wash bypass road within depot
 - Opportunity for stabling road to become servicing road
 - Opportunity for additional FLU shunting road
 - Opportunity for additional mainline connection
 - Alternative access/egress to depot is available if issue with primary 
mainline connection
 - Alternative access/egress if Arrivals Road is down
 - Train wash downtime does not prevent access to Maintenance Building 
Roads

2

Disruption to Railway 
Terraces during construction. 
No permanent disruption 
foreseen.
Disruption to depot and 
platform 3 during 
Construction. - Works could 
be phased to mitigate 
disruption
Some impact to mainline but 
works can be carried out in 
blocks/weekends

1F

New platform at 
location of existing 
service road 4 with 
new depot 
headshunt to South 
and with new 
crossover from down 
main at the station 
approach. Southern 
headshunt depot 
arrivals only

1

Several phases of trackwork resulting in reduced construction facilities & bridge work so complex and 
higher risk from construction perspective.

Significant track works

Significant new OHLE to be installed.

Overbridges OBB80 and OBB80B need to be replaced. The adjacent OBB80C may also need replacing or 
adjusting. New station footbridge required.

new provision of axle counters, point machines and signals are required - more signalling modifications is 
option 1 series that option 2 series.

Modification of existing platforms required to accommodate new footbridge to 3No. Platforms and 3No. 
lifts.  

4

New platform close to 
existing reducing station 
staffing costs

1

 - Option cannot support 2 ECS moves per hour, 
as this would overload bi-directional lead
 - Can either operate with 5 TPH DARTs, or no 
ECS moves during peak hours
 - DARTs cannot access platforms from depot 
without going on mainline

4

 - Current depot functions are maintained
- Additional stabling provided
- Dedicated arrivals road provided
- Single pass train wash provided
- Direct access from train wash to servicing roads provided
- Direct access from train wash to stabling roads provided
- Opportunity for train wash bypass road within depot
- Opportunity for stabling road to become servicing road
- Opportunity for Additional FLU shunting road
- Opportunity for Additional mainline connection
- Alternative access/egress to depot is available if issue with primary 
mainline connection
- Alternative access/egress if arrivals road is down
- train wash downtime does not prevent access to Maintenance Building 
roads

2

Disruption to Railway 
Terraces during construction. 
No permanent disruption 
foreseen.
Some disruption to depot 
and platform 3 during 
Construction. - Works could 
be phased to mitigate 
disruption
Some impact to mainline but 
works can be carried out in 
blocks/weekends

2B

Single Navan Branch 
Platform but with no 
ECS moves to Navan 
Platforms

5

Less trackwork than Option 1 (all variants) but increased offline works. There is likely to be less disruption 
to train services than Option 1 as a result.

Less track works than options 1D, 1E and 1F. No track works to the existing connections into the depot .

longer OHLE installation is required in Navan branch regarding option 1D, but less installation is required 
in the area of the south headshunt so it is considered this option has lower impact and OHLE cost than 
options 1D/1E/1F.

In comparison with options 2C and 2F, signalling modifications are focused on the Navan Branch without 
actuations performed at the southern headshunt. Therefore, less signalling changes are required. SET 
buildings must be reallocated increasing costs in comparison with options 1.

Retaining wall required along new stabling road and to accommodate Navan line platform. Significant 
widening to UBK1 underbridge.

No requirement for new footbridge or lifts.  Possible new entrance to station.

2

limited new infrastructure. 
New platform is not close to 
existing which could increase 
station staffing costs

2

 - Splitting of DART services between new Navan 
platform and existing platform 3 improves 
timetable performance, by reducing traffic on bi-
directional leads
 - Allows for 1 TPH  DART ECS moves during peak 
hours. DART ECS moves will be limited to use 
existing Platform 3, with no access to new DART 
Navan platform without turning back on the 
mainline
 - 1 TPH ECS moves to platform 2 during peak 
hours possible happen, but will require trains 
to turnback on mainline. This could increase risk 
to timetable reliability
- Impact on freight services, which would need 
to be timed to avoid stabled trains on the Dn 
Navan or trains within the new platform

1

 - Current depot functions are maintained
 - Additional stabling provided
 - Direct access from train wash to servicing roads provided
Stabling does not require train to leave depot onto mainline

4

During construction freight 
services and operations on 
Dublin Road would be 
impacted. During operation 
longer walking distances 
would be introduced from 
the new platform and some 
car parking spaces lost.
Limited construction 
disruption to passenger rail 
services

2C

Single Navan Branch 

Platform with southern 

headshunt to depot

4

Overall construction risk and impact is therefore higher than 2B but probably lower than Option 1 (all 
variants).

Same as Option 2B with extra headshunt add to the south and mainline slew. More track work than 2B 
but less than 1D, 1E and 1F.

OHLE - similar to option 2B but it includes extension of the south headshunt similar to option 1D and 
crossovers. Therefore this option is considered like option 1D, slightly worse than option 2B but slightly 
better than options 1E/1F from the OHLE cost point of view.

signalling costs are also increased than options 2B and 2E because of  the addition of the new southern 
headshunt and their associated crossover modification.

Civils works as option 2B but with the addition of adjustment of renewal of underbridge OBB80.

No requirement for new footbridge or lifts.  Possible new entrance to station.

2

New platform is not close to 
existing which could increase 
station staffing costs

4

 - Splitting of DART services between new Navan 
platform and existing platform 3 improves 
timetable performance, by reducing traffic on bi-
directional leads
 - Addition of the headshunt allows for DARTs 
to access the Navan line from the depot as they 
will no longer need to turnback on the 
mainline, and also removes the need for trains 
accessing platforms 1 and 2 to turn around on 
the mainline. The headshunt provides improved 
flexibility and timetable performance
- Impact on freight services, which would need 
to be timed to avoid stabled trains on the Dn 
Navan or trains within the new platform

4

 - Current depot functions are maintained
 - Additional stabling provided
 - Dedicated arrivals road provided
 - Stabling does not require train to leave depot onto mainline
 - Opportunity for additional FLU shunting road
 - Alternative access/egress to depot is available if issue with primary 
mainline connection
 - Alternative access/egress if Arrivals Road is down
 - Train wash downtime does not prevent access to Servicing/Stabling 
Roads
 - Train wash downtime does not prevent access to Wheel Lathe 
Road/Northern Headshunt Road
 - Train wash downtime does not prevent access to Maintenance Building 
Roads

4

During construction freight 
services and operations on 
Dublin Road would be 
impacted. During operation 
longer walking distances 
would be introduced from 
the new platform and some 
car parking spaces lost.
Limited construction 
disruption to passenger rail 
services

2E

Island Navan Branch 

Platform with no ECS 

moves to Navan 

Platforms

4

Constructability is similar to 2B but with a new platform that will be more challenging to build due to its 
island nature, and need for a new access bridge to it.

No track works to the existing connections into the depot. Standard track components used. Slewed track 
on Navan line.

OHLE very similar to 2B.

new island platform in Navan Branch leading to track modifications which require less resignalling than 
options 2C/2F as no actuations are performed regarding the south headshunt.

In comparison with option 2B which also does not actuate at the headshunt track, this option requires 
slightly more changes as down Navan track has to be displaced to accommodate the island platform. 

Civils works as option 2B but with less widening works to underbridge UBK1.

2

New platform is not close to 
existing which could increase 
station staffing costs.
New lift to maintain

2

 - Provides additional platform for total of 5 
platform faces. Potential for DARTs to 
begin/end from existing platform 3. This would 
work better for removing trains from service, as 
it would be easier to separate alighting from 
boarding passengers. This would improve 
operational performance, and improve 
timetable resilience by providing additional 
berthing space for trains.
 - Does not allow for DART ECS access to Navan 
during peak hours from depot
 - Requires turnback on mainline to facilitate 
ECS access from depot to existing Platform 2
- Impact on freight services, which would need 
to be timed to avoid trains within the new 

1

 - Current depot functions are maintained
 - Additional stabling provided
 - Direct access from train wash to servicing roads provided
Stabling does not require train to leave depot onto mainline

4

During construction freight 
services and operations on 
Dublin Road would be 
impacted. During operation 
longer walking distances 
would be introduced from 
the new platform and some 
car parking spaces lost.
Limited construction 
disruption to passenger rail 
services

2F

Island Navan Branch 

Platform with southern 

headshunt to depot
2

This option combines 2E and 2C and is consequently the most challenging of Option 2 variants to 
construct.  However the level of construction risk and temporary impact to train services is still deemed 
lower than Option 1 variants.

Track similar to 2E.

OHLE similar to 2C.

 new island platform in Navan Branch leading to track modifications which require more resignalling than 
options 2B/2C. The signalling costs are also increased than options 2B and 2E because of the addition of 
the new southern headshunt and their associated crossover modifications

Civil works as 2C but with less widening to underbridge UBK1.

2

New platform is not close to 
existing which could increase 
station staffing costs
New lift to maintain

5

 - Provides additional platform for total of 5 
platform faces. Possibility for existing platform 3 
to be used exclusively for DARTs to enter/exit 
service, or for other trains accessing to/from the 
south to access depot.
 - This would improve operational performance, 
and improve timetable resilience by providing 
additional berthing space for trains.
- Addition of the headshunt allows for DART 
ECS access to Navan platforms, and for ECS 
access to existing platform 2 to turnback off of 
the mainline. The headshunt provides improved 
flexibility and timetable -performance
- Using the Navan island platforms for all DART 
services and ECS moves would require heavy 
usage of bi-directional lead. This could 
negatively impact timetable reliability
- Impact on freight services, which would need 
to be timed to avoid trains within the new 
platforms

4

 - Current depot functions are maintained
 - Additional stabling provided
 - Dedicated arrivals road provided
 - Stabling does not require train to leave depot onto mainline
 - Opportunity for additional FLU shunting road
 - Alternative access/egress to depot is available if issue with primary 
mainline connection
 - Alternative access/egress if Arrivals Road is down
 - Train wash downtime does not prevent access to Servicing/Stabling 
Roads
 - Train wash downtime does not prevent access to Wheel Lathe 
Road/Northern Headshunt Road
 - Train wash downtime does not prevent access to Maintenance Building 
Roads

4

During construction freight 
services and operations on 
Dublin Road would be 
impacted. During operation 
longer walking distances 
would be introduced from 
the new platform and some 
car parking spaces lost.
Limited construction 
disruption to passenger rail 
services

Train Operations Functionality/Economic Benefit
Traffic functionality and associated 

economic activities and opportunities 

Description of Option 

Cost to bring the project to full service, including land acquisition, construction, any adaptation and mitigation works, including risk.

To offer good value for money. 

To minimise risk around delivery, to ensure the project has the highest probability to be delivered on time and budget

Constructability

To offer good value for money.
Cost to maintain the infrastructure over the 
whole life.
Effects of infrastructure maintenance to services. 
Provision of ways of undertaking routine 
inspections and maintenance activities while 
minimising the effect on service to customers.

Capital Expenditure (CAPEX): Construction, land acquisition, temporary works

OPEX: Operational costs (IÉ or other 

entities), Technology advancements 

and future proofing / obsolescence

Significant comparative advantage over other options

Some comparative advantage over other options

Technical Annex
Summary of 

requirements
Option Number

Economy

Potential benefit to vehicular traffic flows in the 
vicinity of the works during construction and 
associated economic activities and opportunities 
in the vicinity
Consideration of duration of traffic disruption 
and length of diversions
To minimise the impacts on traffic and 
transportation during the construction and 
operational stages

Potential improvement or deterioration of the operation conditions 
of the line (reduction or increase of the risk of interruption of 
service)
Increased DART service improving connectivity and economy 
(leading to increased competition in economy, increased output of 
firms, increased tax revenue).

Works Around 
Drogheda MacBride 

Station

Provide new turnback 
infrastructure which 
will meet the Train 

Service Specification 

To allow for 
continued 

movements of freight 
traffic to and from 
the Navan Branch.

Provide additional 
DART rolling stock 
stabling within the 

Drogheda area as per 
the DART+ stabling 

strategy.

Comparison Criteria Legend

Depot Operations Functionality/Economic Benefit

Potential improvement or deterioration of the operation conditions of the line (reduction or 
increase of the risk of interruption of service)
Increased DART service improving connectivity and economy (leading to increased competition 
in economy, increased output of firms, increased tax revenue).

Comparable to other options / neutral

Some comparative disadvantage over other options

Significant comparative disadvantage over other options



Qualitative appraisal 

on the safety impacts 

on IÉ or railway staff

Rationale

Qualitative  appraisal 

on the safety impacts 

on the public 

(road/rail/cycle/pede

strian)

Rationale

1D

New platform at 
location of existing 
service road 4 with 
new crossover 
allowing parallel 
moves from down 
and up main at the 
station approach 
with no ECS moves to 
depot in peak

3 Broadly similar to other options 2

new platform is constrained to 
one side by the depot and does 
not offer easy escape routes.

1E

New platform at 
location of existing 
service road 4 with 
new depot 
headshunt to South 
and with new 
crossover from down 
main at the station 
approach

3 Broadly similar to other options 2

new platform is constrained to 
one side by the depot and does 
not offer easy escape routes.

1F

New platform at 
location of existing 
service road 4 with 
new depot 
headshunt to South 
and with new 
crossover from down 
main at the station 
approach. Southern 
headshunt depot 
arrivals only

3 Broadly similar to other options 2

new platform is constrained to 
one side by the depot and does 
not offer easy escape routes.

2B

Single Navan Branch 
Platform but with no 
ECS moves to Navan 
Platforms

3 Broadly similar to other options 4
new platform with escape routes 
to the rear into the car park.  

2C

Single Navan Branch 

Platform with southern 

headshunt to depot
3 Broadly similar to other options 4

new platform with escape routes 
to the rear into the car park.  

2E

Island Navan Branch 

Platform with no ECS 

moves to Navan 

Platforms

3 Broadly similar to other options 2

 island platform increases the 
number of platform interfaces 
with track, while in this option 
the platform escape is more 
constrained.

2F

Island Navan Branch 

Platform with southern 

headshunt to depot
3 Broadly similar to other options 2

 island platform increases the 
number of platform interfaces 
with track, while in this option 
the platform escape is more 
constrained.

Safety

Employer’s Safety 

Description of Option 

Significant comparative advantage over other options

Some comparative advantage over other options

Technical Annex
Summary of 

requirements
Option Number

Public safety 

To reduce safety risks associated with construction 
maintenance and operations.
To reduce the potential for incidents or near-misses 
for IÉ/construction staff.

To reduce safety risks associated with passengers at 
platforms, public adjacent to the railway and road, 
pedestrian and cycle users at level crossings.
To reduce the potential for accidents for members of 
the public/passengers on railway infrastructure. 
To reduce the potential for conflict between rail and 
road users.

Works Around 
Drogheda MacBride 

Station

Provide new turnback 
infrastructure which 
will meet the Train 

Service Specification 

To allow for 
continued 

movements of freight 
traffic to and from 
the Navan Branch.

Provide additional 
DART rolling stock 
stabling within the 

Drogheda area as per 
the DART+ stabling 

strategy.

Comparison Criteria Legend

Comparable to other options / neutral

Some comparative disadvantage over other options

Significant comparative disadvantage over other options



Appraisal of 

landscape and visual 

impacts of options 

based on the sensitive 

viewpoints

Rationale

Qualitative appraisal 

on the impact on 

biodiversity

Rationale

Qualitative appraisal 

of the potential noise 

and vibration impact 

Rationale

Qualitative appraisal 

on the potential 

impacts to surface 

ground or coastal 

waters

Rationale

Qualitative appraisal 

of the potential 

impacts of proposed 

options on potential 

sub surface 

archaeology and 

impact on 

foundations and 

above ground 

elements of 

architectural heritage

Rationale

Qualitative appraisal 

of the potential of the 

proposed options on 

waste and material 

resources  including 

the reuse of site won 

materials.

Rationale

Qualitative appraisal 

of impacts on valued 

resources from 

human/natural origin 

with value arising for 

economic or cultural 

reasons. Assets can 

be existing utilities or 

non-renewable 

resources

Rationale

Qualitative appraisal 

of air quality and 

climate impacts both 

on the operational 

and construction 

phases

Rationale

1D

New platform at 

location of existing 

service road 4 with 

new crossover 

allowing parallel 

moves from down 

and up main at the 

station approach 

with no ECS moves to 

depot in peak

5

Works within or adjoining 

existing railway corridor.

Direct impact on McGrath's 

Lane Rail Bridge.

No change to existing 

landscape / visual character.

No / minimal loss of trees, 

hedgerows.

4

Some  comparative advantage over other options  (mainly construction related 

considerations). The construction of new roads within the depot area will 

require approx. 200m of vegetation removal which may impact nesting birds, 

small mammals, and bats (if any trees present - not possible to tell from aerial). 

Additional c. 100m of vegetation removal for extension of headshunt (impacts 

on birds, bats, small mammals). Potential indirect impacts on nearby designated 

sites (e.g. potential for surface water quality impacts or disturbance to birds) 

and new lighting which could impact on birds. Potential habitat loss along track 

which may have rare/interesting plant species. The reconstruction of the bridge 

may impact roosting bats within, this bridge has bat roosting potential but still 

to be determined if bats roosting. 

4

Station further away from a 

larger number of residential 

properties minimises noise 

and vibration

3

  There are no retaining 

walls proposed with this 

option which could impact 

groundwater flow regime

2

The arrival of the railway in the nineteenth century (c.1850s) had a significant impact in Louth,

due its pivotal location between Dublin and Belfast. Structures within Drogheda train station are of cultural and industrial heritage interest with a number of them recorded for their 

architectural heritage significance.  All interventions will have to be carried out in a sympathetic manner with the existing Victorian fabric. Archaeological monitoring will be required for 

all new roads and works that will require excavation.

The proposed footbridge will impact on the setting of the main station building and on the Water Tower. This option will require the reconstruction of a stone bridge of cultural heritage 

interest at the railway station. The buildings are included in the NIAH (References 13902404 and 13902403). The magnitude of impact is anticipated to be Medium on the station building, 

and High for the Water Tower  resulting in a Negative, Significant impact on the architectural heritage value of the station complex.

The proposed new platform to the north of the station will impact on the setting of the locomotive shed which is listed in the NIAH (Reference 13902401). The magnitude of impact is 

likely to be Low, resulting in a negative, slight impact.

Rebuilding the cut stone (Newtown) bridge to the east of the Station. The bridge is not protected or included in the NIAH. Initial assessment suggests this structure has been altered but 

is of architectural interest (Medium Sensitivity Rating TBC). Rebuilding the structure will have a High impact, resulting in a Negative, Significant impact on the architectural heritage value 

of the station complex.

The positioning of the proposed structures associated with the train wash will also negatively impact on the setting of Newtown Bridge. The magnitude of impact is Medium, resulting in 

a Negative, Moderate impact on the architectural heritage value of the station complex.

3

Mainly construction related rather than 

operational considerations - interaction 

with lands and soils including the potential 

generation of surplus earthworks material 

(and potentially contaminated land) for 

reuse or removal from site will occur 

through the construction of the new 

platform, new footbridge (& lift access), 

headshunt extension, bridge 

reconstruction and new roads. 

3

Comparable to other 

options / neutral because 

very low levels of potential 

land-take due to bridge and 

/ or headshunt construction

3

Potential air quality impacts 

during construction phase at 

sensitive receptors but not 

likely to generate a significant 

negative impact.  Will improve 

efficiency of rail line resulting 

in a positive on greenhouse 

gases and climate. 

1E

New platform at 

location of existing 

service road 4 with 

new depot 

headshunt to South 

and with new 

crossover from down 

main at the station 

approach

2

Direct impact on railway 

boundary on McGrath's Lane 

and visual impact at 

Newtown Lodge.

Direct impact on McGrath's 

Lane Rail Bridge.

2

Some comparative disadvantage over other options, due to construction related 

considerations. Proposed retaining wall may affect groundwater regime and 

therefore have an indirect impact on groundwater dependent habitats within 

nearby designated sites. Other indirect impacts on nearby designated sites (e.g. 

potential for surface water quality impacts or disturbance to birds) and new 

lighting which could impact on birds. The construction of new roads within the 

depot area will require approx. 200m of vegetation removal which may impact 

nesting birds, small mammals, and bats (if any trees present - not possible to 

tell from aerial). Additional c. 200m of vegetation removal for extension of 

headshunt (impacts on birds, bats, small mammals). Potential habitat loss along 

track which may have rare/interesting plant species. The reconstruction of the 

bridge may impact roosting bats within, this bridge has bat roosting potential 

but still to be determined if bats roosting. 

4

Station further away from a 

larger number of residential 

properties minimises noise 

and vibration

3

Proposed retaining wall 

may impact groundwater 

flow regime

2

The arrival of the railway in the nineteenth century (c.1850s) had a significant impact in Louth, due its pivotal location between Dublin and Belfast. Structures within Drogheda train 

station are of cultural and industrial heritage interest with a number of them recorded for their architectural heritage significance. All interventions will have to be carried out in a 

sympathetic manner with the existing Victorian fabric. Archaeological monitoring will be required for all new roads and works that will require excavation.

The proposed footbridge will impact on the setting of the main station building and on the Water Tower. This option will require the reconstruction of a stone bridge of cultural heritage 

interest at the railway station. The buildings are included in the NIAH (References 13902404 and 13902403). The magnitude of impact is anticipated to be Medium on the station building, 

and High for the Water Tower  resulting in a Negative, Significant impact on the architectural heritage value of the station complex.

The proposed new platform to the north of the station will impact on the setting of the locomotive shed which is listed in the NIAH (Reference 13902401). The magnitude of impact is 

likely to be Low, resulting in a negative, slight impact.

Rebuilding the cut stone (Newtown) bridge to the east of the Station. The bridge is not protected or included in the NIAH. Initial assessment suggests this structure has been altered but 

is of architectural interest (Medium Sensitivity Rating TBC). Rebuilding the structure will have a High impact, resulting in a Negative, Significant impact on the architectural heritage value 

of the station complex

The positioning of the proposed structures associated with the train wash will also negatively impact on the setting of Newtown Bridge. The magnitude of impact is Medium, resulting in 

a Negative, Moderate impact on the architectural heritage value of the station complex

3

Mainly construction related rather than 

operational considerations - interaction 

with lands and soils including the potential 

generation of surplus earthworks material 

(and potentially contaminated land) for 

reuse or removal from site will occur 

through the construction of the new 

platform, new footbridge (& lift access), 

headshunt extension, bridge 

reconstruction and new roads. 

Due to changes in topography  a retaining 

wall and potentially a second headshunt 

required for this option also.

3

Comparable to other 

options / neutral because 

very low levels of potential 

land-take due to bridge and 

/ or headshunt construction

3

Potential air quality impacts 

during construction phase at 

sensitive receptors but not 

likely to generate a significant 

negative impact.  Will improve 

efficiency of rail line resulting 

in a positive on greenhouses 

gases and climate. 

1F

New platform at 

location of existing 

service road 4 with 

new depot 

headshunt to South 

and with new 

crossover from down 

main at the station 

approach. Southern 

headshunt depot 

arrivals only

2

Direct impact on railway 

boundary on McGrath's Lane 

and visual impact at 

Newtown Lodge.

Direct impact on McGrath's 

Lane Rail Bridge.

2

Some comparative disadvantage over other options, due to construction related 

considerations. Proposed retaining wall may affect groundwater regime and 

therefore have an indirect impact on groundwater dependent habitats within 

nearby designated sites. Other indirect impacts on nearby designated sites (e.g. 

potential for surface water quality impacts or disturbance to birds) and new 

lighting which could impact on birds. The construction of new roads within the 

depot area will require approx. 200m of vegetation removal which may impact 

nesting birds, small mammals, and bats (if any trees present - not possible to 

tell from aerial). Additional c. 200m of vegetation removal for extension of 

headshunt (impacts on birds, bats, small mammals). Potential habitat loss along 

track which may have rare/interesting plant species. The reconstruction of the 

bridge may impact roosting bats within, this bridge has bat roosting potential 

but still to be determined if bats roosting. 

4

Station further away from a 

larger number of residential 

properties minimises noise 

and vibration

3

Proposed retaining wall 

may impact groundwater 

flow regime

2

The arrival of the railway in the nineteenth century (c.1850s) had a significant impact in Louth, due its pivotal location between Dublin and Belfast. Structures within Drogheda train 

station are of cultural and industrial heritage interest with a number of them recorded for their architectural heritage significance. All interventions will have to be carried out in a 

sympathetic manner with the existing Victorian fabric. Archaeological monitoring will be required for all new roads and works that will require excavation.

The proposed footbridge will impact on the setting of the main station building and on the Water Tower. This option will require the reconstruction of a stone bridge of cultural heritage 

interest at the railway station.  The buildings are included in the NIAH (References 13902404 and 13902403). The magnitude of impact is anticipated to be Medium on the station 

building, and High for the Water Tower  resulting in a Negative, Significant impact on the architectural heritage value of the station complex.

The proposed new platform to the north of the station will impact on the setting of the locomotive shed which is listed in the NIAH (Reference 13902401). The magnitude of impact is 

likely to be Low, resulting in a negative, slight impact.

Rebuilding the cut stone (Newtown) bridge to the east of the Station. The bridge is not protected or included in the NIAH. Initial assessment suggests this structure has been altered but 

is of architectural interest (Medium Sensitivity Rating TBC at subsequent stages). Rebuilding the structure will have a High impact, resulting in a Negative, Significant impact on the 

architectural heritage value of the station complex

The positioning of the proposed structures associated with the train wash is slightly better than the above options. The magnitude of impact is Low, resulting in a Negative, Slight impact 

on the architectural heritage value of the station complex

3

Mainly construction related rather than 

operational considerations - interaction 

with lands and soils including the potential 

generation of surplus earthworks material 

(and potentially contaminated land) for 

reuse or removal from site will occur 

through the construction of the new 

platform, new footbridge (& lift access), 

headshunt extension, bridge 

reconstruction and new roads. 

Due to changes in topography  a retaining 

wall and potentially a second headshunt 

required for this option also.

3

Comparable to other 

options / neutral because 

no potential land-take due 

to bridge and / or 

headshunt construction

3

Potential air quality impacts 

during construction phase at 

sensitive receptors but not 

likely to generate a significant 

negative impact.  Will improve 

efficiency of rail line resulting 

in a positive on greenhouse 

gases and climate. 

2B

Single Navan Branch 

Platform but with no 

ECS moves to Navan 

Platforms

4

Direct impact on Dublin 

Road Rail Bridge adjacent to 

Bayview House.

4

Some  comparative advantage over other options (mainly construction related 

considerations). Potential removal of part of vegetated bund may have direct 

impacts on birds, small mammals. Potential indirect impacts on nearby 

designated sites (e.g. potential for surface water quality impacts or disturbance 

to birds) and new lighting which could impact on birds. Potential habitat loss 

along track which may have rare/interesting plant species. Widening of bridge 

above Dublin Road may have direct impacts on roosting bats within bridge 

(bridge not included in survey programme so will not have information on bat 

potential/confirmation of roosts). During operation,  platform above this bridge 

may also cause lighting impacts on local bats. Additional vegetation removal for 

the platform (~50m), potential direct impact on birds/mammals.

2

Station closer to a larger 

number of residential 

properties produces more 

noise and vibration.

Less extensive track works 

offer slight advantage during 

the construction phase over 

the other options

3

There are no retaining walls 

proposed with this option 

which could impact 

groundwater flow regime

4

The arrival of the railway in the nineteenth century (c.1850s) had a significant impact in Louth, due its pivotal location between Dublin and Belfast. Structures within Drogheda train 

station are of cultural and industrial heritage interest with a number of them recorded for their architectural heritage significance. All interventions will have to be carried out in a 

sympathetic manner with the existing Victorian fabric. It is likely that this option will remove some of the original Victorian fabric and structures of an industrial heritage interest 

including an original toilet block and a single-storey timber parcel office (c.1900). It will also necessitate further excavation along the Navan Line and works at the bridge over the Dublin 

Road thereby increasing the potential to reveal below ground archaeological remains or features of an industrial heritage nature.

Relative to Options 1 this option has the comparative advantage of reduced or no impact on the Locomotive Shed, Main Station Building, the Water Tower and Newtown Bridge.

The proposed concourse between the main station building and the proposed new platform will impact on the historic station buildings to the east. Two of these are included in the 

NIAH (former toilet block 13902406 and parcel office 13902405 – Medium sensitivity). The magnitude of impact would vary depending on the design of the concourse, it is assumed to be 

Medium, resulting in a negative, moderate impact.

The Dublin Road Bridge is to be widened on the north side. On the basis of the initial investigation, this structure is of some architectural interest (Low Sensitivity Rating TBC). Widening 

the Bridge will have a High impact, resulting in a Negative, Moderate impact on the architectural heritage value of the bridge.

3

While comparable with other options from 

a construction perspective with the 

construction of new roads, a new platform 

and bridge widening there is potentially a 

construction related disadvantage to other 

works related to Bridge widening over the 

Dublin Road. However the potential impact 

on lands and soils would need to be 

further assessed to determine if it's more 

or less disadvantageous. 

3

Comparable to other 

options / neutral because 

very low levels of potential 

land-take due to bridge and 

/ or headshunt construction

3

Potential air quality impacts 

during construction phase at 

sensitive receptors but not 

likely to generate a significant 

negative impact.  Will improve 

efficiency of rail line resulting 

in a positive on greenhouse 

gases and climate. 

2C

Single Navan Branch 

Platform with southern 

headshunt to depot

2

Direct impact on railway 

boundary on McGrath's Lane 

and visual impact at 

Newtown Lodge.

Direct impact on Dublin 

Road Rail Bridge adjacent to 

Bayview House.

2

Some comparative disadvantage over other options, due to construction related 

considerations. Proposed retaining wall may affect groundwater regime and 

therefore have an indirect impact on groundwater dependent habitats within 

nearby designated sites. Other indirect impacts on nearby designated sites (e.g. 

potential for surface water quality impacts or disturbance to birds) and new 

lighting which could impact on birds. Potential habitat loss along track which 

may have rare/interesting plant species. Widening of bridge above Dublin Road 

may have direct impacts on roosting bats within bridge (bridge not included in 

survey programme so will not have information on bat potential/confirmation 

of roosts). During operation,  platform above this bridge may also cause lighting 

impacts on local bats. Additional vegetation removal for the platform (~50m), 

potential direct impact on birds/mammals. Additional c. 200m of vegetation 

removal for extension of headshunt (impacts on birds, bats, small mammals).

2

Station closer to a larger 

number of residential 

properties produces more 

noise and vibration

3

Proposed retaining wall 

may impact groundwater 

flow regime

4

The arrival of the railway in the nineteenth century (c.1850s) had a significant impact in Louth, due its pivotal location between Dublin and Belfast. Structures within Drogheda train 

station are of cultural and industrial heritage interest with a number of them recorded for their architectural heritage significance. All interventions will have to be carried out in a 

sympathetic manner with the existing Victorian fabric. It is likely that this option will remove some of the original Victorian fabric and structures of an industrial heritage interest 

including an original toilet block and a single-storey timber parcel office (c.1900). It will also necessitate further excavation along the Navan Line and works at the bridge over the Dublin 

Road thereby increasing the potential to reveal below ground archaeological remains or features of an industrial heritage nature and altering the setting of the overbridge at the Dublin 

Road. 

Relative to Options 1 this option has the comparative advantage of reduced or no impact on the Locomotive Shed, Main Station Building and the Water Tower. This option does impact 

Newtown Bridge although to a lesser extent than the Options 1 ie. only OBB80 is impacted and not OBB80 & OBB80B as is the case in Options 1.

The proposed concourse between the main station building and the proposed new platform will impact on the historic station buildings to the east. Two of these are included in the 

NIAH (former toilet block 13902406 and parcel office 13902405 – Medium sensitivity). The magnitude of impact would vary depending on the design of the concourse, it is assumed to be 

Medium, resulting in a negative, moderate impact.

The Dublin Road Bridge is to be widened on the north side. On the basis of the initial investigation, this structure is of some architectural interest (Low Sensitivity Rating TBC). Widening 

the Bridge will have a High impact, resulting in a Negative, Moderate impact on the architectural heritage value of the bridge.

3

While comparable with other options from 

a construction perspective with the 

construction of new roads, a new platform 

and bridge widening there is potentially a 

construction related disadvantage to other 

works related to Bridge widening over the 

Dublin Road. Additionally a new retaining 

structure required and extension of 

headshunt and potential for a second 

headshunt  potentially increasing the 

earthworks requirements. 

3

Comparable to other 

options / neutral because 

no potential land-take due 

to bridge and / or 

headshunt construction

3

Potential air quality impacts 

during construction phase at 

sensitive receptors but not 

likely to generate a significant 

negative impact.  Will improve 

efficiency of rail line resulting 

in a positive on greenhouse 

gases and climate. 

2E

Island Navan Branch 

Platform with no ECS 

moves to Navan 

Platforms

2

Direct impact on Dublin 

Road Rail Bridge.

Visual Impact of Retaining 

Wall on rear of Nos. 1 to 6 

Railway Terrace.

2

Some comparative disadvantage over other options, due to construction related 

considerations. Proposed retaining wall may affect groundwater regime and 

therefore have an indirect impact on groundwater dependent habitats within 

nearby designated sites. Other indirect impacts on nearby designated sites (e.g. 

potential for surface water quality impacts or disturbance to birds) and new 

lighting which could impact on birds. Potential habitat loss along track which 

may have rare/interesting plant species. Widening of bridge above Dublin Road 

may have direct impacts on roosting bats within bridge (bridge not included in 

survey programme so will not have information on bat potential/confirmation 

of roosts). During operation,  platform above this bridge may also cause lighting 

impacts on local bats. Additional vegetation removal for the platform (~50m), 

potential direct impact on birds/mammals.

2

Station closer to a larger 

number of residential 

properties produces more 

noise and vibration

3

Proposed retaining wall 

may impact groundwater 

flow regime

4

The arrival of the railway in the nineteenth century (c.1850s) had a significant impact in Louth, due its pivotal location between Dublin and Belfast. Structures within Drogheda train 

station are of cultural and industrial heritage interest with a number of them recorded for their architectural heritage significance. All interventions will have to be carried out in a 

sympathetic manner with the existing Victorian fabric. This option will necessitate further excavation along the Navan Line and works at the bridge over the Dublin Road thereby 

increasing the potential to reveal below ground archaeological remains or features of an industrial heritage nature. The area of the new platform is located in an area that is shown as a 

platform on the 25 inch OS historic mapping showing that the area is probably previously disturbed.  This option  and option 2F has the least impact to the historic railway station and it 

current configuration but will require ground works that will necessitate archaeological monitoring and will alter the existing setting of the overbridge at the Dublin Road. 

Relative to Options 1 this option has the comparative advantage of reduced or no impact on the Locomotive Shed, Main Station Building, the Water Tower and Newtown Bridge.

The proposed footbridge may impact on Railway Terrace. The houses are not protected or included in the NIAH, but they do appear on the 1907 OS map, and are likely to be of some 

architectural interest (Low sensitivity TBC). The magnitude of impact is Medium resulting in a Negative, Slight impact on the architectural heritage value of the cottages.

The Dublin Road Bridge is to be widened to the south. Relative to Options 2B and 2C this has a slight advantage in that it avoids any potential impact on Bayview House which is included 

in the NIAH (13902407, Medium sensitivity).ng setting of the overbridge at the Dublin Road. 

3

While comparable with other options from 

a construction perspective the construction 

of new roads, a new platform and bridge 

widening there is potentially a construction 

related disadvantage to other works 

related to Bridge widening over the Dublin 

Road. However the potential impact on 

lands and soils would need to be further 

assessed to determine if it's more or less 

disadvantageous. 

3

Comparable to other 

options / neutral because 

very low levels of potential 

land-take due to bridge and 

/ or headshunt construction

3

Potential air quality impacts 

during construction phase at 

sensitive receptors but not 

likely to generate a significant 

negative impact.  Will improve 

efficiency of rail line resulting 

in a positive on greenhouse 

gases and climate. 

2F

Island Navan Branch 

Platform with southern 

headshunt to depot

1

Direct impact on railway 

boundary on McGrath's Lane 

and visual impact at 

Newtown Lodge.

Direct impact on Dublin 

Road Rail Bridge.

Visual Impact of Retaining 

Wall on rear of Nos. 1 to 6 

Railway Terrace.

2

Other indirect impacts on nearby designated sites (e.g. potential for surface 

water quality impacts or disturbance to birds) and new lighting which could 

impact on birds. Potential habitat loss along track which may have 

rare/interesting plant species. Widening of bridge above Dublin Road may have 

direct impacts on roosting bats within bridge (bridge not included in survey 

programme so will not have information on bat potential/confirmation of 

roosts). During operation,  platform above this bridge may also cause lighting 

impacts on local bats. Additional vegetation removal for the platform (~50m), 

potential direct impact on birds/mammals. Additional c. 200m of vegetation 

removal for extension of headshunt (impacts on birds, bats, small mammals).

2

Station closer to a larger 

number of residential 

properties produces more 

noise and vibration

3

Proposed retaining walls 

may impact groundwater 

flow regime

4

The arrival of the railway in the nineteenth century (c.1850s) had a significant impact in Louth, due its pivotal location between Dublin and Belfast. Structures within Drogheda train 

station are of cultural and industrial heritage interest with a number of them recorded for their architectural heritage significance. All interventions will have to be carried out in a 

sympathetic manner with the existing Victorian fabric. This option will necessitate further excavation along the Navan Line and works at the bridge over the Dublin Road thereby 

increasing the potential to reveal below ground archaeological remains or features of an industrial heritage nature. The area of the new platform is located in an area that is shown as a 

platform on the 25 inch OS historic mapping showing that the area is probably previously disturbed.  This option  and option 2E has the least impact to the historic railway station and it 

current configuration but will require ground works that will necessitate archaeological monitoring and will alter the existing setting of the overbridge at the Dublin Road.

Relative to Options 1 this option has the comparative advantage of reduced or no impact on the Locomotive Shed, Main Station Building and the Water Tower. This option does impact 

Newtown Bridge although to a lesser extent than the Options 1 ie. only OBB80 is impacted and not OBB80 & OBB80B as is the case in Options 1.

The proposed footbridge may impact on Railway Terrace. The houses are not protected or included in the NIAH, but they do appear on the 1907 OS map, and are likely to be of some 

architectural interest (Low sensitivity TBC at subsequent stages). The magnitude of impact is Medium resulting in a Negative, Slight impact on the architectural heritage value of the 

cottages.

The Dublin Road Bridge is to be widened to the south. Relative to Options 2B and 2C this has a slight advantage in that it avoids any potential impact on Bayview House which is included 

in the NIAH (13902407, Medium sensitivity).

3

While comparable with other options from 

a construction perspective with the 

construction of new roads, a new platform 

and bridge widening there is potentially a 

construction related disadvantage to other 

works related to Bridge widening over the 

Dublin Road. Additionally a new retaining 

structure required and extension of 

headshunt and potential for a second 

headshunt  potentially increasing the 

earthworks requirements. 

3

Comparable to other 

options / neutral because 

potential additional land-

take due to bridge and / or 

headshunt construction

3

Potential air quality impacts 

during construction phase at 

sensitive receptors but not 

likely to generate a significant 

negative impact.  Will improve 

efficiency of rail line resulting 

in a positive on greenhouse 

gases and climate. 

Water resources

 •To ensure that the soluDon provided minimises the effects on biodiversity of the area and/or 

provides opportunities to enhance it.

 •To provide a soluDon which ensures minimum 

levels of noise and vibration

 •To minimise the impact or provide 

opportunities to enhance the quality of surface 

waters and associated floodplains, ground 

waters and coastal waters.

Archaeology, Architectural and Cultural Heritage

• To avoid / minimise impact on designated 

amenities, landscapes, protected trees or views.

• To avoid / minimise visual impact on 

properties & amenities.

• To avoid / minimise removal of trees / 

hedgerows.

• To avoid / minimise impact from light 

pollution.

• To provide opportunities to enhance the local 

amenity and green infrastructure.

Geology & Soils 

 •To provide a soluDon which minimises total capital carbon.

 •To minimise waste.
 •To minimise the impact on cultural heritage such as on below ground archaeological remains, historic buildings (individual and areas), and historic landscapes and parks.

Air Quality & Climate Change

Environment 

Agricultural and non-agriculturalLandscape and Visual Qualitative Biodiversity Noise and Vibration

 •To provide a soluDon which comprises a 

reduction in greenhouse gas emissions.

 •To ensure that the chosen soluDon preserves or 

enhances the local air quality

Description of Option 

Significant comparative advantage over other options

Some comparative advantage over other options

Technical Annex
Summary of 

requirements
Option Number

Works Around 

Drogheda MacBride 

Station

Provide new turnback 

infrastructure which 

will meet the Train 

Service Specification 

To allow for 

continued 

movements of freight 

traffic to and from 

the Navan Branch.

Provide additional 

DART rolling stock 

stabling within the 

Drogheda area as per 

the DART+ stabling 

strategy.

Comparison Criteria Legend

To provide a solution which minimises total capital 

carbon.

Comparable to other options / neutral

Some comparative disadvantage over other options

Significant comparative disadvantage over other options



Qualitative appraisal 

of capacity of options 

to facilitate the 

movement of people 

(either within, on to 

or across the rail 

system) 

Rationale

Qualitative appraisal 

of capacity of options 

to provide ease of 

access for the 

mobility and visually 

impaired

Rationale

1D

New platform at 

location of existing 

service road 4 with 

new crossover 

allowing parallel 

moves from down 

and up main at the 

station approach 

with no ECS moves to 

depot in peak

4

Construction of a new 

platform adjacent to the 

existing platform allow easy 

transfer of passengers and 

allows passengers easy 

navigation to their trains

4

Assessment is based on 

additional walking 

distance or crossings 

(allowing for provision of 

lifts) which must be 

negotiated by passengers 

relative to their 

destination. 1D involves 

short journey, but bridge 

crossing.

1E

New platform at 

location of existing 

service road 4 with 

new depot 

headshunt to South 

and with new 

crossover from down 

main at the station 

approach

4

Construction of a new 

platform adjacent to the 

existing platform allow easy 

transfer of passengers and 

allows passengers easy 

navigation to their trains

4

Assessment is based on 

additional walking 

distance or crossings 

(allowing for provision of 

lifts) which must be 

negotiated by passengers 

relative to their 

destination. 1E involves 

short journey, but bridge 

crossing.

1F

New platform at 

location of existing 

service road 4 with 

new depot 

headshunt to South 

and with new 

crossover from down 

main at the station 

approach. Southern 

headshunt depot 

arrivals only

4

Construction of a new 

platform adjacent to the 

existing platform allow easy 

transfer of passengers and 

allows passengers easy 

navigation to their trains

4

Assessment is based on 

additional walking 

distance or crossings 

(allowing for provision of 

lifts) which must be 

negotiated by passengers 

relative to their 

destination. 1F involves 

short journey, but bridge 

crossing.

2B

Single Navan Branch 

Platform but with no 

ECS moves to Navan 

Platforms

2

The construction of a single 

platform on the Navan branch 

will result in DART serving 

platform 3 and the new 

platform. This will result in 

uncertainty in platform 

destinations for passengers. 

Furthermore this option 

introduces extended travel 

distances for passengers 

transferring services

2

Assessment is based on 

additional walking 

distance which must be 

negotiated by passengers 

relative to their 

destination. 2B involves 

longer journey,

Access to the new 

platform requires no 

bridge crossing but given 

that DART services will 

also use platform 2/3 that 

does require a bridge 

crossing this will negate 

any accessibility benefit 

as passengers would see 

2C

Single Navan Branch 

Platform with southern 

headshunt to depot

2

The construction of a single 

platform on the Navan branch 

will result in DART serving 

platform 3 and the new 

platform. This will result in 

uncertainty in platform 

destinations for passengers. 

Furthermore this option 

introduces extended travel 

distances for passengers 

transferring services

2

Assessment is based on 

additional walking 

distance which must be 

negotiated by passengers 

relative to their 

destination. 2B involves 

longer journey,

Access to the new 

platform requires no 

bridge crossing but given 

that DART services will 

also use platform 2/3 that 

does require a bridge 

crossing this will negate 

any accessibility benefit 

as passengers would see 

2E

Island Navan Branch 

Platform with no ECS 

moves to Navan 

Platforms

4

The construction of two new 

platform faces would allow 

the majority of DART services 

to use the Navan branch 

platforms, allowing 

passengers largely to have a 

single point for DART services. 

This option introduces 

extended travel distances for 

passengers transferring 

services

4

Assessment is based on 

additional walking 

distance or crossings 

(allowing for provision of 

lifts) which must be 

negotiated by passengers 

relative to their 

destination. 2E involves 

single DART access point, 

but involves bridge 

crossing and longer 

journey, including 

connection to Drogheda 

services.

2F

Island Navan Branch 

Platform with southern 

headshunt to depot

4

The construction of two new 

platform faces would allow 

the majority of DART services 

to use the Navan branch 

platforms, allowing 

passengers largely to have a 

single point for DART services. 

This option introduces 

extended travel distances for 

passengers transferring 

services

4

Assessment is based on 

additional walking 

distance or crossings 

(allowing for provision of 

lifts) which must be 

negotiated by passengers 

relative to their 

destination. 2F involves 

single DART access point, 

but involves bridge 

crossing and longer 

journey, including 

connection to Drogheda 

services.

Positive impact towards vulnerable groups 

Positive impact to deprived geographic areas. 

Improvement of accessibility to public 

transport facilities, in particular from deprived 

geographic areas.

Capacity of options to facilitate the movement of 

people (either within, on to or across the rail 

system)

Impact on the wellbeing of the passenger and 

public.

Positive impact on passenger and public 

experience.

Improve accessibility to key facilities, such as 

employment, education, transport and healthcare 

to satisfy transport demand for all trip types.

Accessibility Social Inclusion

Accessibility & Social Inclusion

Description of Option 

Significant comparative advantage over other options

Some comparative advantage over other options

Technical Annex
Summary of 

requirements
Option Number

Works Around 

Drogheda MacBride 

Station

Provide new turnback 

infrastructure which 

will meet the Train 

Service Specification 

To allow for 

continued 

movements of freight 

traffic to and from 

the Navan Branch.

Provide additional 

DART rolling stock 

stabling within the 

Drogheda area as per 

the DART+ stabling 

strategy.

Comparison Criteria Legend

Comparable to other options / neutral

Some comparative disadvantage over other options

Significant comparative disadvantage over other options



Qualitative appraisal 

of capacity of options 

to cater for future 

projects or 

aspirations

Rationale

Qualitative appraisal 

of the options and 

their impact on 

integration with other 

transport modes

Rationale

Qualitative appraisal 

of the options and 

their impact on 

integration with land 

use policies 

Rationale

Qualitative appraisal 

of the options and 

their impact on 

integration with 

geographical polices  

Rationale

Qualitative appraisal 

of the options and 

their impact on 

integration with 

geographical and 

government policies  

Rationale

Qualitative appraisal 

of the options and 

their impact to enable 

walking and cycling 

opportunities in a 

safer environment for 

the communities 

along the route

Rationale

1D

New platform at 

location of existing 

service road 4 with 

new crossover 

allowing parallel 

moves from down 

and up main at the 

station approach 

with no ECS moves to 

depot in peak

3
No impact on future 

transport plans
3

No impact on other 

transport modes
3

The proposal complies with 

regional and local policies 

to improve public 

transport services including 

DART services, encouraging 

modal shift and allowing 

for increased density of 

development in certain 

areas.  There is no impact 

on existing land uses.

3

All international, national, 

regional and local policies 

encourage improvements in 

relation to the efficiency of public 

transport.  All the proposed 

options will facilitate this.

3

All international, national, 

regional and local policies 

encourage improvements in 

relation to the efficiency of public 

transport.  All the proposed 

options will facilitate this.

3
No impact on walking/cycling 

opportunities

1E

New platform at 

location of existing 

service road 4 with 

new depot 

headshunt to South 

and with new 

crossover from down 

main at the station 

approach

3
No impact on future 

transport plans
3

No impact on other 

transport modes
3

The proposal complies with 

regional and local policies 

to improve public 

transport services including 

DART services, encouraging 

modal shift and allowing 

for increased density of 

development in certain 

areas.  There is no impact 

on existing land uses.

3

All international, national, 

regional and local policies 

encourage improvements in 

relation to the efficiency of public 

transport.  All the proposed 

options will facilitate this.

3

All international, national, 

regional and local policies 

encourage improvements in 

relation to the efficiency of public 

transport.  All the proposed 

options will facilitate this.

3
No impact on walking/cycling 

opportunities

1F

New platform at 

location of existing 

service road 4 with 

new depot 

headshunt to South 

and with new 

crossover from down 

main at the station 

approach. Southern 

headshunt depot 

arrivals only

3
No impact on future 

transport plans
3

No impact on other 

transport modes
3

The proposal complies with 

regional and local policies 

to improve public 

transport services including 

DART services, encouraging 

modal shift and allowing 

for increased density of 

development in certain 

areas.  The development is 

contained within the 

existing envelope of the 

rail line.  There is no 

impact on existing land 

uses.

3

All international, national, 

regional and local policies 

encourage improvements in 

relation to the efficiency of public 

transport.  All the proposed 

options will facilitate this.

3

All international, national, 

regional and local policies 

encourage improvements in 

relation to the efficiency of public 

transport.  All the proposed 

options will facilitate this.

3
No impact on walking/cycling 

opportunities

2B

Single Navan Branch 

Platform but with no 

ECS moves to Navan 

Platforms

3
No impact on future 

transport plans
3

No impact on other 

transport modes
3

The proposal complies with 

regional and local policies 

to improve public 

transport services including 

DART services, encouraging 

modal shift and allowing 

for increased density of 

development in certain 

areas.  There is no impact 

on existing land uses.

3

All international, national, 

regional and local policies 

encourage improvements in 

relation to the efficiency of public 

transport.  All the proposed 

options will facilitate this.

3

All international, national, 

regional and local policies 

encourage improvements in 

relation to the efficiency of public 

transport.  All the proposed 

options will facilitate this.

3
No impact on walking/cycling 

opportunities

2C

Single Navan Branch 

Platform with southern 

headshunt to depot

3 No impact on future transport plans3 No impact on other transport modes3

The proposal complies with 

regional and local policies 

to improve public 

transport services including 

DART services, encouraging 

modal shift and allowing 

for increased density of 

development in certain 

areas.  The development is 

contained within the 

existing envelope of the 

rail line.  There is no 

impact on existing land 

uses.

3

All international, national, 

regional and local policies 

encourage improvements in 

relation to the efficiency of public 

transport.  All the proposed 

options will facilitate this.

3

All international, national, 

regional and local policies 

encourage improvements in 

relation to the efficiency of public 

transport.  All the proposed 

options will facilitate this.

3
No impact on walking/cycling 

opportunities

2E

Island Navan Branch 

Platform with no ECS 

moves to Navan 

Platforms

3 No impact on future transport plans3 No impact on other transport modes3

The proposal complies with 

regional and local policies 

to improve public 

transport services including 

DART services, encouraging 

modal shift and allowing 

for increased density of 

development in certain 

areas.  There is no impact 

on existing land uses.

3

All international, national, 

regional and local policies 

encourage improvements in 

relation to the efficiency of public 

transport.  All the proposed 

options will facilitate this.

3

All international, national, 

regional and local policies 

encourage improvements in 

relation to the efficiency of public 

transport.  All the proposed 

options will facilitate this.

3
No impact on walking/cycling 

opportunities

2F

Island Navan Branch 

Platform with southern 

headshunt to depot

3
No impact on future 

transport plans
3

No impact on other 

transport modes
3

The proposal complies with 

regional and local policies 

to improve public 

transport services including 

DART services, encouraging 

modal shift and allowing 

for increased density of 

development in certain 

areas.  There is no impact 

on existing land uses.

3

All international, national, 

regional and local policies 

encourage improvements in 

relation to the efficiency of public 

transport.  All the proposed 

options will facilitate this.

3

All international, national, 

regional and local policies 

encourage improvements in 

relation to the efficiency of public 

transport.  All the proposed 

options will facilitate this.

3
No impact on walking/cycling 

opportunities

Adaptability in the future Geographical Integration Government policy Integration

Scope for and ease of interchange between 

modes

New interchange nodes and facilities 

Reduce waking and wait times associated with 

interchanges

Integration with the cycle networks

Modal shifts figures during construction and 

operations

Changes to journey times to transport nodes 

Impact on the operation of the other transport 

services both during construction and in 

operation stage 

Land use integration

Consistency with land use strategies, regional 

and local plans

Integration with national and international plans and 

policies 

Transport Integration

Potential to impact on external links during 

construction

Potential to impact on external links during 

operations

Consideration for any community severance impacts 

Ability to continue to function successfully 

despite future changes in circumstances 

To enable walking and cycling opportunities in a safer 

environment in the communities along the route

To create a healthy environment conducive to active 

travel

Connectivity to adjoining cycling and pedestrian 

facilities 

Enhanced connectivity between key attractions/trip 

generators related to active modes

Diversions, duration and impact on journey times and 

potential to create a negative modal shift (e.g. people 

opt to drive instead of walk or cycle)

Integration

Walking / cycling opportunities

Physical Activity

Description of Option 

Significant comparative advantage over other options

Some comparative advantage over other options

Technical Annex
Summary of 

requirements
Option Number

Works Around 

Drogheda MacBride 

Station

Provide new turnback 

infrastructure which 

will meet the Train 

Service Specification 

To allow for 

continued 

movements of freight 

traffic to and from 

the Navan Branch.

Provide additional 

DART rolling stock 

stabling within the 

Drogheda area as per 

the DART+ stabling 

strategy.

Comparison Criteria Legend

Comparable to other options / neutral

Some comparative disadvantage over other options

Significant comparative disadvantage over other options




